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Fig. 2. mm 

a. Swertia pseudochinensis Hara 

b. S. diluta Beazh. et Hook. 
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In North China, two closely allied plants have hitherto been often confounded 
under the name Swertia chinensis. In both plants, two glands at the base of 
corolla-lobes are fimbriated with very long setae; but in one plant the setae are 
smooth under the microscope (Fg. 2, b}; the flowers are generally smaller, and 
pale in colour; and the corolla-lobes are narrow-oblong and acute, and narrower 
than the other; and it'grows in humid places. 

In the other plant, the setae and also the lower part of filaments are minutely 
papillose under the microscope (Fig. 2, a); the flowers are larger, and light purple; 
and the corolla-lobes are broader, narrow ovate and acuminate at the top. 

The former plant well agrees with the photograph (Fig. 1) and the fragment 
of the type specimen of Ophelia chvmnsis Bunge ex, Grisebach in the Geneve Her¬ 
barium, which were very kindly sent to me by the special courtesy of Dr. iC. Bae- 
hni and Mr. E. Weibel. The further study makes clear that this plant is identical 
with Swertia diluta based on Sczukinia diluta Turcz., and is distributed in North 
and Central China, Mongolia, Manchuria, Korea and East Dahuria. Swertia 
tosaensis which is known from humid places of Honshu, Shikoku, Kyushu, Korea 
and Central China,' and which differs from S. diluta by having generally smaller 
flowers, and leaves often broader, especially lower ones spathulate and obtuse, is 
considered to be a variety of S. diluta. 

The latter plant is here described as a new species, Swertia pseudochinensis 
Hara. A form which is common in Honshu, Shikoku, Kyushu and Korea has 
flowers about 2 cm in diameter, while a continental plant from North Korea, 
Manchuria, North China (mountains of Jehol and Hopei) and Amur has larger 
flowers 2.5-3 cm in diameter, and is treated as S. pseudochinensis f. grandiflora 
(Franch.) Hara. 

Synonyms and important literatures are summerized as follows \ 
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Swertia diluta (Turcz.) Benthain et Hooker, Gen. P], 2 : 817 (1876). 

Gentiana diluta Turczaninow in Bull. Soc. Nat. Moseou 11:97 (1838), noin. 
nud. 

Sczukinia diluta Turcz, in Bull. Soc. Nat. Moseou 13:166 (1840). 

Ophelia chinensis Bunge ex Griaebach in DC., Prodr. 9:126 (1845), cum 
daurica Bunge, 

Ophelia diluta (Turcz.) Ledebour, FI. Boss. 3:73 (1847)-Maxim. in Bull, Acad. 
Sci. St.-Petersb. 20:434 (1876), p.p. • 

Swertia chinensis (Bunge) Francbet ex Forbes et Hemsley in Journ, Linn. Soc. 
26 : 139 (1890)-Franchet in Bull. Soc. Bot. France 46:322 (1899), cum f. 
stenopetala Franch.-Ling in FI. Ill. N. Chine 2:65, t. 23 (1933). 

Dist, China bor. et centra (Hopei, Shantung, Chfekiang, etc.), Mongolia (Jehol)^ 
Manshuria, Korea et Dahuria orient. 

var. tosaensis (Makino) Hara, comb. nov. 

Swertia tosaensis Makipo in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 17:64 (1903)--Hara, Enum, 
Spermat. Jap. 1:143 (1949). 

Dist. Honshu, Shikoku, Kyushu, Korea et China centr. 

Swertia (Ophelia) pseudochinensis Hara, sp. nov. 

N. chinensis f. b. violacea Makino in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 17:56 (1903). 

‘ S. chinensis’ Komarov, FI. Mansh. 3:271 (1905), pro major, part. - Makino in 
Bot. Mag. Tokyo 24:296, fig. 20 (1910)-Satake in Journ. Jap. Bot. 21:29 (1947)- 
Hara, Enum. Spermat. Jap. 1:140 (1949). 

Differ! a Swertia diluta floribus majoribus ca. 2 cm in diametro, lobis corollae 
saepe latioribua oblongo-ovatis acuminatis dilute purpureis purpureo-nervosis, et fila- 
mentis inferiore atque setia marginalibus nectarii petalorum minute papillosis sub 
microscope, 

Typus. Honshu. Prov. Shinano: Karuizawa (H. Hara, Oct, 16, 1949). 

The full description of this plant was given by Dr. T, Makino in Bot. Mag. 
Tokyo 24:296-297 (1910). 

f. grandiflora (Franch.) Hara, comb. nov. 

S. chinensis f. grandiflora Franchet in Bull. Soc. Bot. France 46:322 (1899), 

Flores ca, 2.5-3 cm in diametro. Lobi corollae 12-18 mm longi. 

Dist. sp. Honshu, Shikoku, Kyushu, Korea, China bor., Manshuria et Amur. 



